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Lustworthy castles on sale in the UK,
Italy and France
Live like royalty in one of these fairytale properties (just
don’t ask about the heating)

Carbisdale Castle, in the Scottish Highlands, is on sale for £1.5m
Melissa York
Sunday May 30 2021, 12.01am BST, The Sunday Times
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astles are the ultimate romantic property purchase.
They’re the for ever homes that really were built to be
around for ever. Largely constructed in the medieval

period, genuine castles are deﬁned as buildings that have been
fortiﬁed against attack.
While they exist to serve a practical purpose, they are not the
most practical buildings to live in. By deﬁnition, they are in
hard-to-reach locations atop cli s and hillsides. They come with
all the same damp and draughty problems you would expect to
ﬁnd in any period building, but with added spiral staircases and
tiny windows.
Castle enthusiasts, however, care not a jot. They are buying into
the rich history, the gothic aesthetic and the stories that these
buildings have to tell.
Carbisdale Castle in the Scottish Highlands, above, supposedly
inspired a popular idiom as well as a Disney villain. The
Duchess of Sutherland, also known as Duchess Blair,
supposedly placed clocks on only three of the tower’s four faces
because she “wouldn’t give the time of day” to her estranged
family who lived in that direction on the neighbouring
Sutherland Estate.
These stories are a huge part of a castle’s appeal to international
buyers too. Robert McCulloch, head of estates and farms in
Scotland at Strutt & Parker, the agency selling Carbisdale Castle,
says it will “undoubtedly attract global interest.

“Following a surge in American interest in Scottish properties,
which saw more Scottish properties sold to US buyers in 2020
than any other year on record, we anticipate interest from the
other side of the Atlantic, in particular.”
Castles have tourism potential as a result, but lots of them carry
heritage listings that make developing them into a hotel an

expensive enterprise, as renovations can require specialist
builders. Still, ambitious owners have created indoor pools, such
as at Wartnaby Castle, and luxury spa facilities such as at a
Savoie château (featured), both of which are currently on sale.
A castle is a commitment, so perhaps it’s wise to try before you
buy. We also have a 15th-century tower to rent in the London
commuter belt in Surrey that is so close to the shops that
popping out of your fortress for a pint of milk should be no
trouble at all.
@melyork
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Highland, £1.5m
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Do you fancy winning a

Carbisdale Castle in the small village of Culrain was built in the
early 20th century for Mary Caroline, Duchess of Sutherland,
who reputedly inspired the wicked stepmother in Disney’s

Cinderella. The 19-bedroom dwelling sits in 20 acres beside a
loch and the new owner will have over 41,000 sq ft to live in.
0131 718 4593, struttandparker.com

Fife, £5m
Earlshall Castle near St Andrews is a well-kept and restored
16th-century, ten-bedroom dwelling, with three cottages and a
125-year-old world-famous topiary garden.

0131 247 3738, savills.com

East Lothian, £1.7m
There are stunning views over the Firth of Forth from Fa’side
Castle, a six-bedroom, 14th-century fortress with two cottages
that is only a 30-min drive from Edinburgh.

0131 247 3738, savills.com

Leicestershire, £2.65m
Wartnaby Castle in Melton Mowbray is an early Victorian take
on gothic style. It has nine bedrooms, an indoor swimming pool,
a three-bedroom gardener’s cottage, paddocks, woodland and
formal gardens.

0115 934 8020, savills.com

Italy, €8m

Up in the Tuscan hills, 18 miles from Florence, this 15th-century
castello has a new pool. It has 17 bedrooms, ﬂamboyant
ﬁreplaces and a vineyard.

+39 02 8707 8300, italy-sothebysrealty.com

Surrey, £15,000 pcm
Not sure about castles? This historic 15th- century tower is
available to rent in Esher. The six-bedroom abode overlooks the
River Mole, but is a short walk from the high street.

01372 461932, savills.com

France, €4.725m
Set in a private park, with its own heliport, this luxury château
in Savoie in the French Alps has modern spa facilities, 14
bedrooms, a banqueting hall and stables.

08700 115151, frenchestateagents.com
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Go behind closed doors inside Britain’s most exclusive homes, get
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It has to be Carbisdale Castle, but it is in the middle of nowhere
in Sutherland.
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There are some apartments along the Thames that are worth a lot
more than that Scottish Castle!
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I recall the tower in Esher hosted Time Team a while ago.
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Carbsidale has been for sale on and o for at least ten years. It is
absolutely in the middle of nowhere in the Highlands. I prefer
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